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tireless efforts to provide accessible eye care
and eye health education to her community
and the general public.

HONORING NANCY VORHEES
HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to honor a good friend and community
advocate, Nancy Vorhees, on her retirement
as Chief Administrative Office (CAO) of Inland
Northwest Health Services (INHS).

Nancy first started with Inland nearly two
decades ago as Chief Operating Officer of
Northwest Health Partners (NHP), which in-
cludes Northwest MedStar, Northwest Tele-
health, Community Wellness, Health Training,
INHS Foundation, and Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospital. All of the divisions under Nan-
cy’s direction worked diligently to integrate the
delivery of health care services throughout the
Inland Northwest. Her work also focused on
regional economic development, removal of
barriers to health care, quality care, and cus-
tomer satisfaction.

As a champion of rural medicine, Nancy
provided leadership that connected our rural,
and often times most vulnerable patients, to
health care resources in urban settings. Nancy
served on many regional and national boards
including the American Telehealth Association,
Northwest Regional Telehealth Resource Cen-
ter, Mid-Valley Hospital, and Greater Spokane
Incorporated’s Health Industry Development
Group. Nancy became Inland’s CAO and a
member of the Providence Health Care Senior
Leadership Team in 2015.

In addition to her role at Inland, Nancy has
served as interim Executive Director of the
Spokane Teaching Health Clinic, a collabora-
tion with Empire Health Foundation, Provi-
dence Health Care, and Washington State
University. The goal of this partnership is to
improve regional access to health care by in-
creasing the number of medical residencies in
the area. | am pleased that she will continue
in this role after her retirement from Inland.

Mr. Speaker, Nancy is a tremendous asset
to the Spokane community, Eastern Wash-
ington, and Inland Northwest. Her years of
dedication and work have touched the lives of
countless people in many positive ways. | look
forward to her continued friendship and lead-
ership to expand access to health care
through her role at the Spokane Teaching
Health Clinic.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
MITTERSILL PROJECT RIBBON
CUTTING CEREMONY

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Cannon Mountain Ski Area
for the completion of the Mittersill Improve-
ment Project.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony marks the con-
clusion of a four-year project that has com-
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pletely upgraded an integral part of New
Hampshire’s vibrant snow-sports economy into
a world-class resort for both recreation and
professional training. Included in the upgrades
was a widening of the Taft trail, which is now
the widest ski trail in New Hampshire, and fa-
cilities upgrades that culminated in Mittersill
being named a US Ski Team training venue.
The project also increased snowmaking ca-
pacity, improved public access, and made the
resort a safer place to ski.

The project has been made possible by a
collaboration of partners including, Cannon
Mountain, the Holderness School, the Fran-
conia Ski Club, and the U.S. Ski and
Snowboard Association, in addition to gen-
erous contributions by many members of the
ski and snowboard community.

As co-chairwoman of the Congressional Ski
and Snowboard Caucus, | am an advocate on
behalf of the winter recreation industry, includ-
ing the many professionals whose hard work
develops and supports the beautiful resorts we
have in New Hampshire. | look forward to con-
tinuing to work with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support, develop, and pro-
tect this industry.

| am pleased to congratulate all who worked
on this project for their valuable contribution to
the Granite State.

IN RECOGNITION OF GINA
ARGENTO

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in recognition of Gina
Argento, who was honored for her achieve-
ments as part of Women’s History Month. Ms.
Argento is President of Broadway Stages, one
of New York's largest film, television, and
music production facilities which is located in
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

Ms. Argento and her brother, Tony, opened
Broadway Stages in 1983, turning a rundown
movie theatre into a sound stage. Over the
past 32 years, Broadway Stages has ex-
panded both its physical size and capabilities.
Broadway Stages now has over half a million
square feet of space with 38 state-of-the-art
stages and support facilities. Offering full serv-
ice film, television, photography and music
production facilities, Broadway Stages has
served an extensive list of hit movies and tele-
vision shows including “The Good Wife,”
“Blue Bloods,” “Mr. Robot,” “Madam Sec-
retary,” “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt,” “Limit-
less,” “Broad City,” “Unforgettable,” and
“Master of None,” in addition to commercials,
print and music videos. Broadway Stages has
facilities in Brooklyn and Queens and is cur-
rently in the process of building a 69 acre fa-
cility in Staten Island.

Under Ms. Argento’s leadership, Broadway
Stages has exhibited an unparalleled commit-
ment towards the local community in
Greenpoint, Brooklyn. In addition to creating
hundreds of local jobs, Broadway Stages
helps neighboring residents, small businesses,
and community-based organizations. Broad-
way Stages has donated food, equipment, and
additional resources to local soup kitchens,
partnered with the McGolrick Park Neighbor-
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hood Alliance to clean up the beloved park lo-
cated in the center of Greenpoint and hosted
family-friendly neighborhood block parties dur-
ing the summer. Most recently, Broadway
Stages joined the television show “Blue
Bloods” and CBS to give $25,000 to the fami-
lies of NYPD officers Rafael Ramos and
Wenjian Liu who were brutally murdered in
Brooklyn.

Ms. Argento is also committed to supporting
young people. Broadway Stages provided new
audio equipment to St. Stanislaus Kostka
Catholic Academy, sponsored a 5 Boro Bas-
ketball team for teens, created a “Green
Science Week” at PS110, and partnered with
community organizations to hold a local
“Schoolfest” fair for students and their fami-
lies. Broadway Stages also funded the SYS-
TEM Teen Summer Program, which provides
high school students the opportunity to partici-
pate in hands-on activities focused on green
technology, engineering, gardening, and com-
munity service.

Broadway Stages is an incredible commu-
nity partner that is committed to building a
strong and environmentally sustainable future.
Under Ms. Argento’s leadership, Broadway
Stages has become a model of the way pri-
vate industry can champion energy sustain-
ability and environmentally-sound community
development. By installing 50,000 square feet
of solar photovoltaic systems on the roofs of
7 of its sound stages, Broadway Stages cre-
ated the world’s first solar powered sound
stage and the largest private solar power in-
stallation in New York State. The solar roofs
have offset 30 percent of Broadway Stage’s
annual electricity consumption. Broadway
Stages also created an organic vegetable farm
called “Eagle Street Rooftop,” located on top
of a warehouse in Greenpoint. The 6,000
square foot rooftop farm features a variety of
educational and volunteer programs and a
farmer's market during the growing season.
Broadway Stages is also involved in cleaning
up a Brownfield site at 359 Kingsland Avenue.

Ms. Argento has worked with YMCA
Greenpoint, Boy Scouts of America, Kings
County Democratic Club, Greenpoint Chamber
of Commerce, Solar One, and EWVIDCO, an
advocacy organization for industrial busi-
nesses in Greenpoint. Ms. Argento is a loving
mother to her three sons, John, Anthony, and
Paul. She and her husband, John Ciafone,
make an incredible team.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the remarkable work of Gina
Argento, a successful businesswoman, envi-
ronmentalist, and fantastic neighbor.

ST. XAVIER GOLF TEAM

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Cincinnati St. Xavier High
School golf team on their state championship
win this fall 2016 season.

With skill and precision, the Bombers’ golf
team won its second consecutive state cham-
pionship, totaling 5 wins in team history.

While mostly considered an individual sport,
the golf team exemplified St. X teamwork and
brotherhood to win a high pressure, one-round
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championship game on the Ohio State Univer-
sity Golf Course.

| would like to congratulate the players and
Coach Alex Kepley on another win for the St.
X Bombers and for representing St. X and our
community well during their season.

It has been quite a season for Cincinnati
sports, and St. Xavier has made its mark.

Go Bombers.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ANA
RODRIGUEZ

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in recognition of Ana Rodri-
guez, Director of Community Relations and
Volunteer Services at Mount Sinai Queens,
who was honored for her achievements as
part of Women’s History Month. Ms. Rodri-
guez is a dedicated, compassionate, and be-
loved representative for the hospital. She at-
tends countless community meetings and is
always cheerful and well-informed.

In her role at Mount Sinai Queens, Ms.
Rodriguez works with community organiza-
tions and community leaders to ensure that
the hospital best serves its community. In ad-
dition, she coordinates educational health pro-
grams and events to promote awareness
about health issues in the community. Ms.
Rodriguez also works with people of all ages
and all walks of life who are interested in vol-
unteering, in order to ensure that the hospital’s
patients are served in the most meaningful
way possible.

Ms. Rodriguez has also been an important
advocate for children. From 1993 through
1999, she worked with Greater New York
Councils, Boy Scouts of America. In her role
as Associate Director, Ms. Rodriguez served
youth in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and
the Bronx through the Urban Emphasis and
Scoutreach Program. She collaborated with
school principals, religious institutions, and
community organizations to establish new
scouting programs.

For six years, Ms. Rodriguez served adoles-
cents, as well as adults, as a senior clinical
social worker at the New York Presbyterian
Hospital. Here, she provided mental health
services, and worked with young men and
women to empower them to reach their full
potential.

Ms. Rodriguez has been celebrated by the
community for her achievements. For exam-
ple, Centero de Desarrollo de la Mujer (Center
for Women Development) has presented her
with a Woman of the Year Award for her com-
munity service. Her work has also been recog-
nized by the Office of the Borough President
of Manhattan, and she has received the Peter
Vallone, Jr. Award from the 114th Precinct Ci-
vilian Observation Patrol for her dedication to
the people of Astoria and Long Island City.

Ms. Rodriguez has a Bachelor of Science
from Hunter College and a Master’s degree in
social work from Columbia University.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the wonderful work of Ms.
Rodriguez and her tireless service to her com-
munity.
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IN RECOGNITION OF SABRA
BRIERE AND HER YEARS OF DIS-
TINGUISHED SERVICE ON BE-
HALF OF THE CITY OF ANN
ARBOR

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ann Arbor City Council Member and
Mayor Pro Tem Sabra Briere for her record of
service on behalf of the Ann Arbor community.
For over 40 years, Mrs. Briere has served Ann
Arbor with distinction in a variety of elected
positions as well as through her involvement
with local advocacy groups.

Mrs. Briere moved to Ann Arbor in 1973 and
has been active in civic life over the years.
She has been involved with the Ann Arbor and
Washtenaw County Democratic parties, filling
numerous positions from secretary to chair-
woman of the Ann Arbor Democratic Party in
the 1990s. In addition, Mrs. Briere has served
as President of the American Civil Liberties
Union’s Washtenaw County chapter and vol-
unteered with the Huron River Watershed
Council. In 2007, she was elected to the Ann
Arbor City Council and has been an effective
advocate for Ann Arbor’s residents in this ca-
pacity. Throughout her public service career,
Mrs. Briere has promoted responsible city
planning by spearheading measures to en-
courage better design and zoning in new
building development. Additionally, she has
supported strong environmental protections
and public transportation initiatives that have
contributed to the health and well-being of the
community.

Mrs. Briere’s service and dedication on be-
half of the City of Ann Arbor and the sur-
rounding community has resulted in a more
livable city and better quality of life for its resi-
dents. She has been a constant presence at
City Council hearings and community events,
and her extensive knowledge of the issues
facing Ann Arbor has made her an invaluable
member of local government. Mrs. Briere has
championed common sense reforms that have
made a real difference in the lives of Ann
Arbor residents. Her knowledge and dedica-
tion to the community will be missed.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Sabra Briere and her years of
service to the Ann Arbor community as a
member of the Ann Arbor City Council. Her
work on behalf of Ann Arbor has been instru-
mental in its growth and development.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF REVEREND
ANN KANSFIELD

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in recognition of Rev. Ann
Kansfield, FDNY Chaplain and Pastor at the
Greenpoint Reformed Church in Brooklyn, who
is being honored for her achievements as part
of Women’s History Month. The Church holds
a special place as part of the Greenpoint His-
toric District. Under Rev. Kansfield’s leader-
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ship, the Church offers space for worship, is
used by community groups like Alcoholics
Anonymous and Nar-Anon, and has been fea-
tured in several filim productions. It is also
known for its 12—step recovery groups, chil-
dren’s music classes, and a hunger program
that feeds over 300 people per week.

Rev. Kansfield has loved and served the
people of North Brooklyn ever since the
Greenpoint Reformed Church called her to be
their pastor in 2003. Prior to her arrival, demo-
graphic shifts over the previous century had
caused the once large Dutch Reformed con-
gregation to dwindle to less than a dozen peo-
ple. The remaining congregants believed that
the church had a bright future in the commu-
nity, and invited Rev. Kansfield to help revi-
talize their ministry. With energy and hopeful-
ness, she has succeeded beyond anyone’s
fondest dreams, bringing new parishioners
and their families to the church. Rev.
Kansfield’s work at the church includes wor-
ship, evangelism, theology, improving the
church building, fundraising, as well as public
and community relations.

Much of Rev. Kansfield’s time is spent feed-
ing the hungry. When an increasing number of
people began coming to the church asking for
food, the congregation began a soup kitchen
and food pantry under Rev. Kansfield’s guid-
ance in October 2007. Rev. Kansfield works
with caring volunteers, colleagues, and donors
to ensure that the soup kitchen and food pan-
try are able to keep up with an unprecedented
demand for emergency food. Today the soup
kitchen regularly serves 90 people a day and
hundreds more get food from the food pantry.

Rev. Kansfield holds degrees from Colum-
bia University (BA, with honors) and New
Brunswick Theological Seminary (MDiv,
summa cum laude). Before her ordination, she
built car batteries on an assembly line for AC
Delco and punched in stock trades for TD
Waterhouse. Nevertheless, Rev. Kansfield be-
lieves that a four-week long bartending course
that she attended in college gave her the most
useful skills in preparing to be a pastor.

Rev. Kansfield is married to Rev. Jennifer
Aull, who also officiates at Greenpoint Re-
formed Church. They have a son, John, and
a daughter, Grace. She is ordained in the
United Church of Christ. In the spring of 2015,
Rev. Kansfield was sworn in as an FDNY
chaplain by Commissioner Daniel Nigro, ful-
filling her lifelong dream. Rev. Kansfield is the
first female and openly gay chaplain of the
FDNY, and was voted the New York Times
“New Yorker of the Year” in 2015.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the extraordinary work of Rev.
Ann Kansfield and her unwavering dedication
to her community.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF PHIL SMITH

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Phil Smith, a
dear friend and philanthropist in South Florida,
who touched the lives of countless people.
Phil tragically passed away on December 14,
2016, after an 18 month battle with ALS.
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